Newfoundland and Labrador Response 


Access to Information Request: A-2019-00514 


1. Number of abuse claims relating to Medical Substitute Operators or the MSO policy 
0 


2. Number of times the Minister has refused to issue a lobster licence due to concerns over 
the MSO policy 


0 
3. Number of individuals being permitted to keep a medical substitute past 5 years. 
79 


4, Number of license holders who received notices from DFO regarding the 5 year limit for 
the medical substitute operator program; 


19 


5. Number of license holders approved for a medical substitute operator in the 2019 
lobster season . 


66 


6. Number of license holders who hit the 5 year limit of the medical substitute operator 
and who have left the fishery by selling or transferring their lobster license; 


17 


7. Number of decisions Atlantic Fisheries Licence Appeal Board to extend the Medical 
Substitute Operator 


0 for Newfoundland and Labrador Region 


8. Number of decisions from the Maritimes Regional Licensing Committee to no longer 
extend the MSO. ” 


0- Not Applicable in the Newfoundland and Labrador Region. 
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Gulf Region Response 


Access to Information Request / Demande d'accès a l'information A-2019-00514 / CW 
Statistics for Maritimes, Gulf, and Newfoundland & Labrador regions that show: 
Number of abuse claims relating to Medical Substitute Operators or the MSO policy; 


- Licensing does not have a way to determine if the Medical Substitute Operator or MSO policy claims 
were abuse request. 


Number of times the Minister has refused to issue a lobster licence due to concerns over the MSO policy; 
- 0 

Number of individuals being permitted to keep a medical substitute past 5 years; 
- Data was not collected as the policy only started to be enforced in 2019. 


Number of license holders who received notices from DFO regarding the 5 year limit for the medical 
substitute operator program; 


- in 2018. 117 letters were sent out to advise fishers that they had been identified as a holder of 
commercial fishing licences (not only lobster) who has been authorized for a medical substitute 
operator for five years or more. No data was collected for 2019; the updated policy is available on line 
to all fishers and the associations have been asked to inform their members of the various changes. 


Number of license holders approved for a medical substitute operator in the 2019 lobster season; 
- No data is collected by specific species. Once an authorization for medical substitute operator is issued 
in the Gulf Region, it is for all license species held by the license holder at that time. So cannot narrow 


down to only one species. 


Number of license holders who hit the 5 year limit of the medical substitute operator and who have left the 
fishery by selling or transferring their lobster license; 


- No data is collected. Licenses are not sold or transferred, they are reissued. 


Number of decisions Atlantic Fisheries Licence Appeal Board to extend the Medical Substitute Operator; 
- 0 


Number of decisions from the Maritimes Regional Licensing Committee to no longer extend the MSO. 
- 2 cases in 2019 for the Gulf Region 

Martine Légére 

Regional Functional Officer — Tag Coordinator, Conservation and Protection 

Fisheries and Oceans ~ Gulf Region/Government of Canada 

martine.leqere@dfo-mpo.qc.ca T : 506 851-2757 

Agente Fonctionnel Régional- Coordinatrice des étiquettes, Conservation et Protection 


Pêches et Océans Canada ~ Région du Golfe/Gouvernement du Canada 
martine.legere@dfo-mpo.qc.ca T : 506 851-2757 
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A-2019-00514 — Maritimes Region response 
Number of abuse claims relating to Medical Substitute Operators or the MSO policy; 


- Assuming that “abuse claims” means instances of information being provided to the Region, the 
Region does not keep such records. 


Number of times the Minister has refused to issue a lobster licence due to concerns over the MSO 
policy; 


- The Minister/Department would not refuse to issue a licence over a concern about a policy. 
Number of individuals being permitted to keep a medical substitute past 5 years; 
- We could generate a report on the individuals who have had a MSO in place for 5+ years as of 
today although there will be a number of qualifiers that would have to be provided with the 


report. 


Number of license holders who received notices from DFO regarding the 5 year limit for the medical 
substitute operator program; 


- Wedo not keep statistics on this. 
Number of license holders approved for a medical substitute operator in the 2019 lobster season; 
- There is not one 2019 lobster season in the region — attached report is for all 2019 seasons. 


Number of license holders who hit the 5 year limit of the medical substitute operator and who have 
left the fishery by selling or transferring their lobster license; 


- The Region does not track this and does not keep statistics on this. 


Number of decisions Atlantic Fisheries Licence Appeal Board to extend the Medical Substitute 
Operator; 


- The Maritimes Region AFLAB does not make decisions. We could provide the number of 
decisions made by the DM for the past seven years on Maritimes Region cases to allow for an 
extension (zero). 


Number of decisions from the Maritimes Regional Licensing Committee to no longer extend the MSO. 


- The Maritimes Region RLAC does not make decisions. 
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